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official documents passed through his hands,
and that his judgment was in most things taken
and considered. Into the affair of the divorce
he threw himself heartily, acting wholly and
simply as the servant of his sovereign. Of the
bullying to which the unfortunate Pope was
subjected the most extravagant and violent
passages came from Gardiner himself. It was he
at Rome who most directly threatened Clement
with the danger of schism if he would not grant
the divorce. He was wrapped up in the affair
altogether without hesitation and without com-
promise, and the Court regarded him as so much
their principal agent (and likely to be their
most successful one in the business) that he was
given the great Bishopric of Winchester as early
as 1531, that is, long before the great business
was decided and while it was in full swing.
The Bishop of Winchester in those days was
one of the richest men in the kingdom; the office
carried with it great political power as welL It
had been the chief standby of Wolsey himself,
and Gardiner, on obtaining it, became a very
great man in English social and political life by
mere rank, apart from what his talents and
services had already proved him to be.
But here we may note a curious point. When
it came to the danger of schism Gardiner had